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Sophists
Sophists were the first formal teachers in the western world. They taught both the art of speaking and writing. They started teaching in the second half of the 5th B.C. in the most flourishing cities.  The desire to transform education beyond basic level led to arising of sophists. It was an excellent job for those good at debate. They have a proper understanding of words that impress their audience. They claimed to have answers to all questions. Most sophists become famous through the writings of famous Socrates such as Aristotle; thus, it is challenging to find reliable data about their teachings and practices.
They taught their students both leadership skills and critical life skills such as public speaking and rhetoric. During this era, public speaking was an essential skill as it helped politicians to persuade masses during a political campaign. Athens was at the heart of sophists' activities as it was the only city that allowed freedom of speech for non-slave immigrants. Most sophists claimed to teach skills that can help one achieve great success in both management and administration of various affairs, including the city as well. 
Many sophists charged money for their education. The higher demand for public speaking and writing in the western world led to an increase in the fees charged. The practice was highly criticized by Socrates who existed in this era since they did not accept any payment for teaching. Additionally, the society criticized sophists for questioning the traditional gods as well as conducting an investigation into the nature of earth and heaven. Some members of the community generally branded them as harmful to youths.
Sophists were very significant in western society. They educated many people, especially those from a wealthy background, thus providing the country with a larger number of intelligent people. They also had a significant impact on the way laws were legislated as they formed part of the great thinkers. Before the emergence of sophists, formal education in Greek involved reading, writing, mathematics, physical education and music, however many people wanted to learn about the intellectual development of the era thus emergency of sophists led to their satisfaction.
The emergence of democracy in the western world significantly contributed to the spread of sophists. New sets of skills were in necessary to help the political class survives in the modern political arena. Political dominance was no longer limited to the aristocratic class. Every citizen had a right to hold a leadership position; thus, skills taught by sophists were very critical. The political class changed drastically. Anyone with the ability to persuade others during public gatherings could now play an important role in the cities leaderships and become part of the political elites.
 Sophists developed engaging promotional displays to ensure their philosophies and wisdom reached as many young Greek men as possible.  Students who attended sophists lessons regularly listened to lectures, recited speeches, analyzed poetry content etc. Other sophists would deliver their lessons in the form of a debate requiring students to argue both sides of the topic. The duration taken to complete a course would vary depending on the course length similarly students would pay different fees for both short lectures and long term associations with the sophists. Some students would dedicate their time to travel with the sophists from city to city while others would become sophists after completing their studies.
The curriculum taught by different sophists would vary depending on their interest and areas of specialization. Some taught public speaking and debate, while others taught excellence in the political arena. According to Plato, some sophist would teach their students traditional subjects such as astronomy, geometry, calculation and music. It is not clear whether we should strictly view sophists as paid tutors because most sophists primarily those existed in the 4th B.C. would offer their knowledge for free. Additionally, Socrates did not accept any form of payment in exchange for their knowledge, and yet the western society identified them as sophists.  
In conclusion, sophists contributed significantly to reforms that occurred in the education sector in Greek. They were determined to ensure young men acquire the necessary knowledge for prosperity in life. The developed an innovation in the school curriculum that laid the foundation for the widespread acceptance of education beyond the primary level. They fully believed in the power of public speaking and writing.  Their teachings transformed the young wealthy Greek men into cities elites, and later they played a big part in the cities leadership.
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